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Boston Celtlcs starting center 
Mark Blount. at  7-fwt. 250- 
pounds. Is setting himself up to 
be a glant for South Florida 
puth. 

'I think Umt and foremost. the 
klds need guidance," sald Blount. 
who lived In Yonkers. N.Y. until 
age 9. As the years passed. he 
saw 'all the mime and drugs," he 
sald. move northward Rom the 
Bmnx lnto Yeers .  

"Just the area I grew up In. see- 
lng the needs. I starled put$@ 
my efforts to help the klds." sad 
Blount, who malntalns a m l -  
dace  In West Boca. 

To gJve back to the communlty, 
he founded the Mark Blount 
FoundaUon. based in Boca Raton. 
Blount. the foundation's president 
wants 'to help klds decfde at an 
early age what dlrectlon they 
want to go In Ilfe," he said. 'I'm 
hands-on wltb evewng - all the 
dedslons. I contml pwtty much 
evbyaspect" 

Boca Raton residents Llsa 
Macci. Esa. and Alan W l f .  Esa. 
aaended ' the pre-receptloh 
Thursday at Morton's !Steakhouse 
In Boca Raton for the foundation's 
black tie a f W  on July 30. 

lbere are a lot of pmfesslonal 
athletes In the area and so few of . them actually help out the com- 
munity." Maccl sald. "It's a 
reffeshlng change for Boca. I 
thhk It's a wonderful Wng he's 
dolng for the children." 

Blount was selected in the sec- 
ond round of the NBA &aft by the 
Seattle Supemnlcs I 1997. but 
was cut. He played In the 
Continental Basketball 
Association for a couple of years 
until he got the call m m  Boston 
four years ago. After belng cut six 
tlmea Rom pmfesslonal besket 
ball teams. Blount 28. know 
firsthand what It &Is llke to be 
rejected. He dldn't glve up and 
ended up s@hg a $41 mllllon. 
slx-war contract Wednesday with 

the CelUcs. 
"If It wasn't for my d m .  and 

plwlng to people I belonged in 
the NBA [I would~Yt be where I 
am today]." Blount sald. "A lot of 
lynung] people don't haw that 
drive. I want to help them. A lot of 
klds wait untll thefre 18. 19 
yeam old to declde what d h d o n  
In llfe they want to go. I had sew 
eral people who helped me along. 
I don't thlnk I would be In the slt- 
uation I am now W I t  wasn't for the 
help I recehvd." 

Getling stmted . 
Project Polnt Is the foimdatlon's 

maln emphasis. 
"Prolect Polnt is to try to teach 

the kids, and to polnt them Into 
the ri@t dlnxtlon." Blount said. 

July 30 marks the date of the 
First Annual Black l l e  Gala 
Fundralsing DInner at the Westln 
Dlplomat Resort and Spa In 
Hollywood. The festMties will 
conclude d t h  the First Annual 
Mark Blount lwltatlonal Golf 
Tournament a t  the Dlplomat 
Country Club and Spa In 
Hallandale Beach on July 8. 

l'd love the people ln the com- 
m u m  to come out to suppolt me 
and the goals of the foundation." 
Blount sald. "It's gofng to be great 
for everyone." 

The pnm?.eds Rom both m n t s  
wlll be used to undemlte the 
cost of the $oak of the Mark 
Blount Foundation, whlch alms to 
a n  as a mentor to chlldren ages 
11 to 18. Jeremy Schaap from 
ESPN, the m n t  MISS Florida 
and Blount are scheduled to host 
the evenlng that will Include a 
silent auction. Porsche Boxster 
and Lem SWglveaways. anda 
fashion show. Walter McCarty 
Rom the Celtlcs and Sam Odede. 
an actor bom the movie 
n~mlstad" and "Em of the Sun." 
are on the gWt Ifst. 
% llke gemng behlnd good 

charlqes." sald EPIC Kessler, a 
Lexus of Palm Beach represents- 
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Uve. "Mmk Blount Is a Lexus smaller fundralsem In Baston. learn how they thllrlS socfai 6 k W  ; 
owner. It's a prMlege to be asso- but thls Is the blg event toget to understand and appreciate cul- * 

c l a w  wlUl hls c-. It's a h j v  Wgs started. Jacobs sald the tures and accept dlfferenm h d  ' 

a pleasure to help klds In the am goal ls to raise at least $100.000. 1% planning to bettw 1$%rStaQd t& 
and give back to the communlly." "HopePuUyone day we will bulld where their gifts Ile. 

At the pre-mepUon dlnner at our o m  faclltty." Jacobs said. 'I've lhred In the Palm Beach 
least one attendee made the min- For now, t6e foundation-wllkuU- County area for stx years and look '" 
imum donatlon of $1.000 to ell@- Ilze existing facIllUes for thelr PorwaNJ to wUIlng here," Blouut 
ble to win the Porsche. pmgrams In addltlon to working sald. 'l'm hoplng the initlatfves of ' 

'Florida Is one of the largest with local agencles such as the the Mark Blount FoundatSon will 
nonpmflt states In the country," Wayne Barton Study Center. help make South Floflda a better 
sald Kern Jacobs, chief opera- *Marks nkkname in the NBA is place to llve for all ~uUL" 
omcer of the Mark Blount 'Blg Basics.'" Jacobs sald. me foundation IS also 
Foundation. whlch began In The o m t i o n ' s  W c k  Wth a three-day sh@pm' . 
August 2003. "It's Important the The Basfcs" mono emphasizes basketbalVllfe skills teahtbM$ 
communlty has a chance to meet the underlying prlnclplea of basic camp. for boys and @rls -8to 
him. These events allowthe pub Ille skUls to enable indMduals to 18. The camp will take Place Juls 
llc to meet Mark personally and realize thelr Pull potential. The 28-30 at the Athletic ClubdBOca 
to understand the mlssbn of the four components of the currim- Raton. 
PoundaUon." lum are s e l f a r y  to help For more Infomatlon, 4; 

Slnce the launch In August, klds learn who they are and what (561) 237-3020 or go -3 . 
Blount has hosted a couple of t h e  good at, mind mappfng to www.markblomtformdaUOn.~ 

Heat's Jones is reunited with his biggest critic - Shaq 


