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"By ‘Kathy Barrett
'Cnntﬂbuthg Wrifer. .

Boca Raton, FL - What do you
st when stmn&wpxggq ﬁqfkle tough
e53-Sticcess; says Lisa
Huch is the story of Lisa Marie
Macel, attorney in family and divorce
law in Boca Raton and one of the
founding members of FA.C.Ts -
Families Against Court Travesties.
Out of personal trauma, chal-

lenges’ and- vulnerability,. she says,
women are often highly motivated to
embrace and conquer tough l.s.sues -
and that spelis suceess.

. This striking, dark hair. profes-
sional and .meéther of -six children
(ages kindergarten to college) choos-
es-her words carefully but with red-
hot, passion of concern for individuals
and families who have been tieated
\mfalrly By the mmny court system.

"~ The lmpekus fot change in the

adveristy and pliat of another attor-
néy, Adéle Guadelupe. “Both of us,”
Maccl says, “went t.h.rough awful
divorces in “the county. We saw that
obyiously there aré problems with
the amily court system and prob-
lems with the courts in deallng with
amnyl.ssues." o0

“Un‘uke'qther areas of law L M ocl

1 re
called) Bright Lire Rilles of Law, the
tamily caurt really doesn’t havé that.
And even when there are Bright Line
Rules of Law, it seems like they don't

ru.iningpeople‘s uves

‘Although FA.C.Ts has only been
attive for about one ‘year, Macci
reports that she has seen changes
occurring in the sys-
tem. Most importantly
she believes, that not
only is the program
bringing help to indi-
vidual families, it-is
putting the judicial
system on notice
where there is abuse of
discretion and prob-
lems with the st.ate
statutes.

Florida  Statute
8113, she explains, out-
lines the factors by
which judges make |
their decisions in cus-
tody cases, However
the legal fdactors are
oftén’ djsregardedifnot
problematic in a case.
For instance, in ‘the
“friendly parent provi-
sion,” which concerns
itself with: who the pri-
mary residential par-
ent will'be, Macci says
there are factors that

_are npt ¢ e;;.dr le-
- JaE e the clﬂld’ or the
Satety ﬂnd well belng of the child.

~Their Court Watch has+a force of
dbout 70 volunteers to date®in; the
general areas of Broward, soutl Falm
Beach, Gounty ghd West PalmBeach.

was niot only du‘ncult on'her but 'was
really traumatic to my children - and
it 'seemed that. the courts’. involve-
ment didn’t serve us in an.y way....”
iy fact, she S&VS'.
years thié ablm‘gs in'fi

the f
ceuns tom NOH © (Mational
Organlzat.ion “Yor Weniien), who bad
been receiving humiefois tries for
help from women natiohwlde who
were victims - of cburt injustices
Maecl” gnd’ President of F.A.C.TS
AA e Gui‘d,elupe began discussing a

legistation to change the laws.
“Another woman involved with us
was go,{ng through her own night-
mare with thie tamily courts as well,
to protect her child froin alle-

gatlons ‘thiat were made to her, from-

the-'ehild, about abuse from the
father. As a vesult, she, spent. OVer | 920
agg s in Jail andlostall rights of con-
the ¢hild.” There was never
any. “Investigathn into: the
amxse«ﬂleeﬂﬁfehs 88 far as Macci

tem. ngh proﬁle cases, such as
ce‘lebrit{es‘or pol.\ticxans or gruesome

w-atch program and working on .
lmpunlty, is blocldng visltation by the

enforce thosé as . Volunteers
well.” The stan- - sit in on.
-gard. abuse .of 1. cases by
anowable dm:\-e- re.qte gt
tion ‘is cited as because’
one major flaw something
and source of particular’
injusticé in the is going on
family court sys- ba  in the.
tem, she charges. . C ase.
Child cus- . “Most are
tody is a particu- n o t
lar problem, says. trained in
Macci. Speaking ¥ ‘the law
a_painfol 5 but have a

g‘ég: encg. S Iand;hmhlldnn st of ok
says her“myorqe' .teria  to

seé if there is a pattern of unfair bias
or prejudice against one or the other
of .the lltlgants Also the volunteers
are asked to .write down zhelr own
observations.”

Some of the most common fafl-
ings of ‘family courts are cited on the
FA.C.Ts website Macci says, though
she'is nota:esponsible for its. content
and does not alwdys agree with
everything stated on the site.

THESE ARE SOME of the “fail-
ings” that are cited;

* The' custodial parent, in defl-
ance of court rullngs and with

non-custodial parent and often their
extended family.

« Judges are negligently- refusmg
to enforce their own rulings.

» Parents. are being falsely
agglised of abuse or mental instabili-

t without: dué processand. without
the right'to be heard by a jury.:

» Judges often refuse to let a
child ¢ hesird; éven an'adeléscent,

capab)e or a responsible parenf, In:
.-the eyes of the court, all that has hap-

pened while the couple was married
is forgotten, Macei says shi€ has

Lisa Marie Macei

found.

At the same time, she says, she
recognizes there are many fathers
that are consistently and lovingly
active in theéir child’s care - but a lot
ottlmes mat 1s not the case, Ini chal-

g Pe

“thé* cases. FHis bﬂ:en ‘because they
have the means to do so, while the
mother has no income for court costs
or to hire specialty professionals to
support or defend themselves.

F.A.C.Ts is not only a watchdog of
what they consider to be problem
judges, but also a voice for judges
who make good decisions on behalf of
families. Representatives are often
advocates at election time, speaking

up on behalf of attorneys candidates
whom . they believe would be out-
standing judges on'the bench. They
may send letters to the Chief Judge
‘or the gbverrior to let them know
their. findings.

The F.A.C.Ts Mission Statement
says their goal is .“to ensure that
every child in the U.S.A. has undeni-
able access to the love, nurturing and
wisdom of both parents. Our mission
is to promote needed changes in the
Judicial System as it relates to cus-
tody cases.” To view the entire mis-
sion statement and other FA.C.Ts
info log onto
www.factscourtwatch.org.

Persons wishing to file a com-
plaint against any judge should write
to the Judicial Qualifications
Commission, 1110 Thomasville Rd.,,
Tallahassee, FL 32303, or call 850-
488-1581." Copy your letter to Chief
Judge Edward Fine, Fifteenth
Judicial Circuit Courthouse, Main
Palm Beach County Courthouse 205
N. 'Dixie Hwy., WPB, FL 33401.

Ifyou would like to be a volunteer
in the Court Wateh system, call 561-
487-9878, ‘or - go to
FACTSnow2000@yahoo.com.

- Macel is co-host and legal expert
on the weekly talk radio show, “The
Justice Hour” .with conservative
radio personality, Dick Farrel 8-9 am,
Mondays, on WPBR 1340 AM. Her
website is under construction, but
will be operative shortly at
www.lisamacci.com. °

The Help Line for FA.C.Ts is:
£561) 338-0280:: Mac(:’l offéered: these
additional web links t,hat. offer helpful
l.nlormat!on

www.mjusliceline,com/lales
www.justicewomen.com
www.caught.nel/prose/badjudge. html
www.njwest.org
‘www.cutodyprepformonms.org
www.thelizlibrary.org
www.nnflp.org
www.smalljustice.com
www.familylawcourts.com

* Gender bigs has incr d since
the advent of the “father's rights”
group-ten years ago.

“The courts are ot necessarﬂy
looking at what happened during the

‘marriage,” Maccl says. The niotifer

bag probably been the primary care.
giver; whilé:the father is out worldng, |
He -6ften has the money for legal

tl _expenses. .and cloit, to gain-custody of
aﬂb”basis she says, “gii. - ERE-ehl

drkn;, wlefliér or met he is.a’

(" STOP OVER-PAYING FOR DENTAL CARE! )
40-50% DFF' ALL DENTAL WDRK

NORTH STAR DENTAL

QUALITY DEN_TI‘STRY FI:IR ‘LESS
If you’re spendinyg too
much for. dental care,

a quick drive can

save you hundreds
TEETH Laboratory on Premises |NEW
WHITENING Crowns/Noble metal............ $499 & up-D2750 - | PATIENT
SPECIAL Root Canals ........ . $575 & up txmg SPECIAL
Full Arch Dentures ............. $399 & up-D581
$275 Partials .... . $200 & up D5820 l $49
— .. $75 & up D7140 Exam (0140) &
THEATIM';?H (0”- Repairs (while you walt) ...... $49 & up D5646 2X:Rays (0272)
wih coupononty | Relines (while you walt) .... $150'& up D5730 with coupon only

We now o,ffer INT§REST FHEE .CREDIT Upto 1 Year
1225 N. Military Trail

1 Block north: of new Wal-Mart @ Belvedere & Military WPB

561-721-9992




